	
	Ethos
	Structure
	Analysis
	Evidence
	Convention

	Substantial
	Issue of great public

concern

Asks important &

relevant questions – 

understands implications


	Seamless transitions

Sophisticated line

of argument
	Rigorous detail

Considers other 

possibilities of

argumentation
	Questions sources

rigorously

Solid, diverse range

of credible sources


	Uses sources correctly

Almost no grammar

errors



	Moderate
	Identifies issue of 

public concern but 

shows some lapses in

ability to establish the 

import of a topic
	General progression,

but some lapses in

the logical 

arrangement of the

essay.
	Generally good

Contains some

oversights
	Acceptable use of

sources

Some lapses in 

ability to order

sources
	Some lapses in format

Control of grammar

that does not impede

meaning

	Minimal
	Issue of public concern

is briefly identified

but not treated on a 

sustained level
	Transitions are

very noticeable, and 

even tortured (ill-

conceived)


	Noticeable

flaws exist in

reasoning
	Almost no sources

included

Overreliance on a

single source or

same type of source
	Inability to integrate

outside sources

Problems with citation

	Scant
	Issue of interest is not 

dealt with at any length
	No transitions

Points are 

associative
	Inability to 

Consider other

arguments
	Failure to integrate

outside research
	Severe, impeding

grammatical 

problems


