Bluffer’s Guide to Properly Integrating and Attributing Outside Sources 

(According to the MLA Style Manual) 
Sample source
Berry, Wendell.  What Are People For?  New York:  North Point Press, 1990.

Sample quotation
“The danger of the idea of competition is that it neither proposes nor implies any limits.  It proposes simply to lower costs at any cost, and to raise profits at any cost.  It does not hesitate at the destruction of the life of a family or the life of a community” (131).
It is important to attribute the language and ideas garnered from outside sources as you craft your prose.  Depending on your use of a source, there are correct ways and incorrect ways to cite a source.  Generally speaking the format is as follows:

1) your own prose, 2) open quote marks, 3) words from outside source, 4) close quote marks, 5) open parenthesis, 6) name of author, 7) page number, 8) close parenthesis, and then 9) a period.  
For example, consider the breakdown of the following sentence taken from an essay:  
Those who question capitalism argue that competition “neither proposes nor implies any limits” (Berry 131).
Those who question capitalism argue that competition 





1) Your own prose
“neither proposes nor implies any limits” 

2) Quote mark    3) Words from the outside source  4) close quote mark
(Berry 131).                    8) Close parentheses








9) Period
5) Open parentheses   6) Name of the author           7) Page number




    (last name only)
